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Many students 
left at the curb 
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East High School freshman Marcos Cortes, center, hangs on to a handrail on an RTD bus on his way home from school Nov. 


14. Cortes takes two RTD buses to get to and from school. Andy Cross, Denver Post file 


Choice of DPS schools is a benefit, but it 
leaves 9,000 looking for transportation 


By Monte Whaley The Denver Post 


Denver’s 92,000 public K-12 students have 
more than 200 schools from which to choose 
when considering the best academic fit — a 
variety hailed nationwide. But critics say Den- 
ver Public Schools’ transportation system un- 
fairly narrows those options for thousands of 
families. 

“DPS is frequently held up as a national ex- 
ample for its portfolio of schools,” said Matt 
Samelson, who is with the Denver-based Don- 


nell-Kay Foundation, a nonprofit that tracks 
education issues. “But choice without trans- 
portation is no choice at all.” 

For example, more than 9,000 teens — near- 
ly half of the district’s 20,623 high school stu- 
dents — do not qualify for DPS transportation 
to and from campus because they have chosen 
a school other than their neighborhood one. 
Such a choice comes with a cost: arranging — 
and perhaps paying — for transportation, 
which hits low-income families especially 
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DPS transportation 
by the numbers 


14,370 


Average miles 
driven per day 


399 


Number of 
yellow buses 


$26M 


Annual student 
transportation budget 


Supreme Court visitors sleep on sidewalk for seats 


By Robert Barnes 
The Washington Post 


WASHINGTON» Before we get 
too far away from the event, let’s 
reflect on the fact that — once 
again — folks had to sleep on the 
sidewalk for days to see or hear 
the Supreme Court at work. 

Some of those in line for Mas- 


terpiece Cakeshop vs. Colorado 
Civil Rights Commission, the 
case of the baker who refused to 
make a wedding cake for a 
same-sex couple, waited for 
four days. In the end, about 50 
or so got the golden ticket, ac- 
cording to those in line. Some 
who waited were turned away. 
This is becoming the norm 


when the court takes up big is- 
sues — gay rights, gun control, 
abortion, affirmative action. 

But even less-high-profile 
cases are cause for all-nighters. 
The first people seeking admis- 
sion to recent oral arguments in 
New Jersey’s bid for sports bet- 
ting got in line at midnight for a 
10 a.m. argument. 


Some of those who care about 
the court are disturbed at the 
scenes of paid line-sitters and 
the collection of camping 
chairs, bedrolls and tarps that 
make life a bit more comfort- 
able for those who wait, often in 
dismal weather. 

Kannon Shanmugam, a for- 
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CRUDE PRICES UP 


Drillers 
flock to 


State’s 
shale 


Denver-Julesburg 
Basin popular 
again for rich rock 


By Kevin Crowley 
and Meenal Vamburkar 
Bloomberg News 


With crude prices on the rise, 
explorers are returning to the oil- 
rich rock of Colorado as a way to 
expand beyond the shale plays of 
Texas and New Mexico. 

During the three-year crude- 
market collapse, as prices fell be- 
low $27 abarrel, the Denver-Jules- 
burg Basin northeast of Denver 
largely was abandoned as explor- 
ers tightened drilling budgets. 
Now, with prices headed toward 
$60 on the heels of OPEC-led pro- 
duction cuts, the region is spur- 
ring renewed interest. 

More than $2 billion of drilling 
deals have been announced in the 
past four months in the DJ Basin. 
In addition, Colorado has seen 
more than $1.8 billion in pipeline 
deals and extensions this year, ac- 
cording to data compiled by 
Bloomberg. 

“With higher oil prices, you get 
more confidence from the opera- 
tors that they'll be increasing ac- 
tivity over time, so we’ve seen 
some acquisitions to bolster 
their inventory position,” said 
Chris Stevens, a New York-based 
analyst at Keybanc Capital Mar- 
kets. 

Although the sprawling Perm- 
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TRUMP: WON’T 
FIRE MUELLER 


President Donald Trump says he 
is not considering firing special 
counsel Robert Mueller even as 
his administration is again 
forced to grapple with the 
growing Russia probe. »11A 
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HARVEY FUNDS 
QUESTIONED 


Texas has been awarded billions 
in federal aid to help recover 
from Hurricane Harvey and the 
flooding that followed, but it’s 
unclear how the state is 
spending the money. »12A 
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